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JAPAN AIRLINES 


More choice 
to Japan 


Our new joint prices with British Airways 
and Finnair allow you to choose the best route 
to Japan that suits your itinerary and your pocket 


London via Helsinki from 


£683 


JAL Economy Class via Helsinki to Tokyo Narita 
onboard our JAL SKY SUITE 787, 


STER from £665. Prices from other regional airports via Paris 


London direct from 


£837 


JAL Economy Class direct to Tokyo Haneda 
onboard our JAL SKY SUITE 777, 
featuring the World's Best Economy Class Seat 


Connections from other UK regjonali arports available at additional cost 


BEST ECONOMY CLASS 
AIRLINE SEAT 


Fly into tomorrow. 


billion dollars is the 
value of the 
contracts signed 
between 
Turkmenistan and Japan as a result. 
of Prime Minister Abe's visit. They 
are mainly related to the fields of 
energy and the chemical industry. In 
particular, the Japanese will be 
involved in the development of the 
Galkynych gas field. 


NEWS 


IN THE EYE OF ERIC RECHSTEINER 


Before Parliament, Tokyo 


The Abe Shinzo government was determined to pass its proposed law on defence, which would allow 
them to re-interpret the constitution and facilitate the deployment of troops abroad. This determination 
has forced many Japanese to demonstrate their opposition. The protesters are mostly elderly, and this 
young woman in their midst looks rather lost with her placard demanding that war should be banned. 


FUKUSHIMA The first case of 
cancer acknowledged 


With an announcement from the 
Ministry of Health, the Japanese 
government has acknowledged for the 
first time that the leukaemia of one of 
the workers who took part in the 


ion to secure the Fukushima Dal. 


oper 
Chi power station was caused by 
radiation on the site. This 
acknowledgement marks a turning 
point for those who worked on the 


contaminated site. 


nistor Tokyo wants 
nothing to do with 
Nanking 


Japan has not concealed its displeasure 
that documents relating to the 
Massacre of Nanking have been listed 
on the UNESCO Memory of the World 
Register. The decision was taken at a 
meeting of the UNESCO International 
Consultative Committee tasked with 
examining proposed listings for 
documentary heritage of humanity 
from 40 countries. 
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Bw; 


seriES Girls are leading the revolution 


Many are satisfied at the creation of 
Tohoku's first women's baseball team and. 


the gap it fills. 
| baseball is still a very much a male preserve, 
wich women having to make do with softball. 
However, over the past fe 
gradually started taking up baseball and other tra- 
ditionally male dominated sports such as football 
and rugby. This year, Ishinomaki saw the creation 
of a women's baseball team composed of middle- 
school and high-school pupils. Unlike the Kanto 
and Kansai regions, the Tohoku and Hokkaido 
areas still have a way to go in terms of won 
sports; this is the first baseball team to be created 
there for young women. The team didn't win a 
single game during the national tournament last 
August, but its members are happy that they gained 


n spite ofbeinga very popular sportin Japan, 


cars women have 


n's 


public recognition while playing in an official 
context. Female baseball players have 
nomaki, a region that was devastated after the tsu- 


given Ishi- 


nami in 201 1, a reason to be very proud. 

Called the Ishinomaki Youth Sakura Girls Baseball 
Club, itincludes girls from high schools and middle 
schools in the town, such as Sakurazaka High 
School that was built this y 
that were destroyed by the earthquake. Their 


arto replace the schools 


coach, Umemura Hidetoshi, also trains Sakurazaka 
High School's softball team and the club's president 
and advisers the local director of the dental clinic, 


Kimura Fumihiro. 

In the north of Japan, including the region of To 
hoku, the situation has never been conducive to 
girls playing baseball. Those who used to play 
alongside boys in primary school have had to give 
up in middle school or high school and opt for 
softball. Another option was for young women to 
move to other cities in order to play their sport. 
The only obstacle to pursuing cheir passion was 


Coach, Uutitusa Hidetoshi and captain, Mano Mizuki 


their gender. To be able to practise baseball, some 
girls even travelled all the way to Tokyo to enrol in 
schools with clubs there. So the creation of this 


baseball club has been met with a lot ofenthusi 
from the young women of Tohoku, who just want 
to play their favourite sport. 


sm 
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Girlsare to play the game and show their strength. 


The team's first ever captain, Mano Mizuki, is also 
captain of Sakurazaka High School's softball team. 
She's now in her final year and she used to play on 
a boy's team throughout primary school and in 
middle school, She was both a pitcher and an out- 
fielder, bur in middle school she became worried 
by the differen 
the her male teammates. When she started high 
school she thought she would be happy in the role 
of club assistant, but her urge to carry on taking to 
the field led her to enrol at lshinomakis Girls 
Public High School (now Sakurazaka High School), 
which was well known for its softball tam. Coach 
Umemura had already taken part in the women's 
national baseball cournament four times with a 
team from in another high school in the 
under his leadership the club won the pr 
softball coun 
Mizuki to create the women's baseball ream. 

She hadn't played baseball in three years, buc her 
spirits soared when she took up her favou 
lly enjoyed playing with this lide 
he says She says her goals are, 
win a game, then to raise the level of our playing to 
win at the national level and popula 
baseball”. Many of the players also come from 
other high schools. One of them played softball in 
middle school and won the prefecture's last tour- 
nament, but she wasn't able to continue at her 


in muscle-tone between her and 


nure's 
ment. That's what convinced Mano 


esport 


stto 


ize women's 


first high school because there wasn't a club. She’s 
very happy now. "I had given up, but I was given a 
second chance!" she says. 


It’s more difficult for others. Sato Ayo, in her 
second year, was a batter on Sakurazaka's softball 
team and wanted to enrol at Niigata High School 
in order to join the women's baseball team, but 
she failed the entrance exam. “The boys have an 
advantage, but [like baseball too,” she says. The si- 
tuation made her angry and she decided to dedicate 
herself co softball instead, but this new opportunity 
has made her think. “Tm not sure I can play baseball 
anymore. My parents also worry about the risk of 
injury, but deep down, I would still love to play,” 


she explains 
On the first day of training, it rained and the girls 
had to play inside. The pupils parents were happy 
to see their daughters playing baseball. A smiling 
mother says how sorry she felt for her daughter 
who had always played baseball with her brother, 
yet was unable to taki 


art in tournaments just 
because she wasa girl. “Now I can't wait to see her 
play again!”she enthuses. 

After the first training session, captain Mizuki tells 
us she plans to develop women's baseball in the re- 
gion, and coach Umemura expresses pleasure at 
sceing the club “bringing together girls who enjoy 
playing baseball". Today is just the beginning! 
OHMI SHUN 
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Nvafe Melange, one of the 150 cat cafes that have appeared during the last few years, has become very popular. 


No one can resist a cat 


Not everyone is allowed to keep pets, but 
the Japanese have found a way around 
the problem. 


n acute sense of alienation and isolation 
is one of the unwelcome by-products 
of modern urban life, and Japanese cities 


like Tokyo, Osaka and N: 
ples of the problems man 


goya see extreme exam- 


people face while 
n a country where 


living in "crowded solitud, 
more and more people decide not to get married, 
letalone have children, many single people and 
couples decide to devote their time, energy and 
money to pets. But what if you are not allowed 


to keep one at home? In most Japanese rental 
apartments keeping a dog or a cat is forbidden 
(well, it might upset your neighbours!). Luckily, 
in the last ten years lonely and stressed out people 
h 
panionship by going to a cat cafe. Though the 
world’s first cat cafe opened in 1998 in Taipei, 
Taiwan, the concept really took off in Japan after 
2005, and these establishments have appeared 
everywhere. From 2005 to 2010, 79 cat cafes 
opened across the country, and today there are 
an estimated 150. 


' found a solution to this lack of animal com- 


A typical cafe is a small apartment or shop where 
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cats provide customers the kind of relaxing com- 
panionship they probably can't find anywhere 


else. Despite the name, many cafes hardly serve 


any food or drink, and they can be considered 
more asa form of supervised indoor pet rental 


Each cafe usually has between 15 and 25 cats of 


different ages, sizes, breeds and levels of friend- 


line: 


; but some have as many as 50. They usually 
provide you with a ‘menu! (often bilingual) intro- 
ducing each cat with a photo, name, birthday, 
and a bit of information about its personality 


This being Japan, most establishments are very 
clean and their cats are very well groomed and well 
cared for. All are required to obtain a licence and 
comply with the strict requirements and regula- 
tions of the nation's Animal Treatment and Pro- 


tection Law. However, in some very rare cases the 


cats seem to bea little disturbed and not very happy, 
and many animal-rights and animal-prot 
groups have complained about the long business 
hours. For example, though pet shops can't display 
their animals after 8.00 pm, these cafes are generally 
allowed to stay open until 10.00 pm because many 
customers come in the evening — probably to 
relieve their work-related stress. 

Some places feature specific categories of cats, such 
as black cats or rare breed cats. They are generally 


tion 


purebreds purchased from a pet shop or breeder. 
A notable exception is the Neco Republic chain 


that specializes in cats from rescue shelters. Appa- 
rently Japan hasa dire stray cat problem and unfor- 
tunately most cats that end up in shelters are put 
down. Neco Republic works with volunteers to 
help raise money and spread awareness of the pro- 
blem. Their ultimate goal is to find a home for all 
these cats, as each of them is available for adoption. 
The chain's first two branches opened last 
Gifu and Osaka (together they have already m. 


in 


ind a 


ged to place about 140 cats in new homes 
third shop recently opened in central Tokyo. 
In order to geta fel for what actually happens in 
a cat cafe, Zoom Japan visited Nyafe Melang 
Shibuya. Opened 
2009, chis is one of the older cat cafes in Japan, and 


attractive cafe in Ebisu, ne: 


its large playroom has a welcoming, cozy feel, At 
first glance it looks like an ordinary living room, 
with bookcases, sofas and coffee table: 
are also dozens of custom-made shelves and ti 

resident felines can sit com- 


but there 


stoolson which the 
fortably and preside over cafe business. You don't 
need to order a drink, although you can get coffee 
orteaif you like. On the day of our visit the overall 
atmosphere is very quiet, with the cas lazing around 
the room, either napping or grooming thems: 


There are about a dozen people here today, and 
the clientele is mainly people in their late 20s and 
early 30s who work in the neighbourhood. We are 
told that they get more couples visiting at the weck- 
ends, Even foreign customers seem to be on the 
rise. Each person interacts with the animals in their 
own way. One girl moves around the room with 
a stick, trying to get the cats to chase her; a couple 
sitat a table and chat while they stroke cats on their 
laps and another woman crouches on the floor and 
just watches the cats as they walk around her. 
According to Akimoto Yumi, the cafe manager, 
the customers’ average stay is about 90 minutes, 
bur my impression is that unless you are willing to 
stay for longer and take your time to befriend the 
house cats and get into their good books, most of 
them are going to ignore you unless you lure them 
with the promise of food. They are cats, after all.. 

"Des very interesting to see how people interact 
with the cats,” says Akimoto. "Many of them, for 
instance, spend their time taking pictures or dra- 
wing the cats. Newcomers look kind of surprised 
because of the rather unfamiliar situation and just 
sit there, stunned". The reason for this is probably 
that most of these people have never had a pet cat 
or even touched one before, and they sometimes 
don't know how to deal with the unpredictable 


behaviour of real cats, “Many customers seem to 
be quite shy,” says Akimoto, "That's why newco- 
mers often don't have the courage to go up to a cat 
and play with it, preferring to read a book and sip. 
coffee, secretly hoping that one of the cats will take 
a liking to them and come closer”, 


According to one of the staff, those who come 
in groups are generally more cheerful and talk a 
lot, using the cafe as a place to catch up with 
friends. “For them the cat factor is an added 
bonus, and the way they nonchalantly grab the 
cat toys lying around and play with the cats pro- 
bably contributes to their higher rate of success,” 
she says, "It’s as ifthe cats are more attracted to 
those people who don’t go out of their way to 
grab their attention”. 

Apparently cat cafes even make excellent dating 
places. “Many of the couples who come here 
seem to be in new relationships or are still at che 
ndship stage,” another staff member says, 
“and use the cats to bridge the awkward distance 
between them". 

When asked about the reason for cat cafes’ great 
success in Japan, Akimoto points out a couple of 
things most media seldom mention. “First ofall, 
Japanese people are painfully shy, especially when 
they step out of their close circle of family and 
friends. You'll never see someone having a casual 
conversation with a stranger on the bus or in a cafe. 
Even neighbours rarely go beyond a quick chat 
about the weather (a favourite topic of conversation 
in Japan). So I guess the wordless, tactile commu- 
nication with cats isa great source of comfort for 
these people”. 


Cat companions help relieve the stress of daily life. 


“Also, in a sense it’s not simply about the animals. 
Places like this cafe provide an oasis of peace and 
quiet, away from the trafic noise and Tokyo's hec- 
ticlife. When you consider that many of these peo- 
ple have to force themselves to goto and from work 
on overcrowded trains and buses every day, it’s easy 
to understand why many are attracted by cat or 
other animal cafes”. 


WDDnEss LIST 
|, - 


at cafes are only the tip of 


dogs and the latest addition: 
snakes. Tokyo has no less than 39. 
cat cafes. They have similar bu: 
ness hours and prices, ranging 
between 800 and 1,200 yen for 
a one-hour stay. Some of them 
offer food and drinks for an extra. 
fee. Here are some of the rules 
you have to observe: 1. Disinfect 
your hands with some sanitizer 
upon entering the cafe. 2. Take 
off your shoes at the door. 3 
don't smoke or speak loudly. 4 
You can touch the cats but you 
can't pick them up (though some 
cafes do allow that too). 5. Don't 
bother the cats if they are nap- 
ping or not willing to play, 6. 
Don't take photos of the cats 
using flash photography. 

Some animal cafes also do not 
allow children. Here is a guide to 
a few of the more popular cat 
cafes in central Tokyo: 

Ebisu 

Nyafe Melange 

3F 1-7-13 Ebisu, Shibuya-ku 
Phone 03-5449-4024 


Nakano 


Open daily 12.00-20.00 (Sun - 


The shop's website promises 
more than fifty different cats, 
including both exotic breeds and 
common Shorthairs and Munch- 
kins. It is full of comfortable sofas 
‘as well as some floor seating, and 
the cafe tables have built-in 
receptacles to keep drinks from 
being knocked over. 


Neko no Kanzume 
3F 5-68-9 Nakano, Nakano-ku 
Phone 03-6522-2225 

Open 13.00-20.00 (Mon-Tue 
and Fri), 11.00-20.00 (Sat-Sun 
and public holidays). Closed on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
weww.nekonokanzume.com 
"Can of Cats" is noteworthy for 
its very playful cats, and the staff 
go out of their way to keep them 
entertained with a full comple- 
ment of cat toys and a lot of 
energy. Unlike most cafes, youre 
allowed to pick up and hold the 
animals here in addition to pet- 
ting them. The staff will tell you 


Apparently there are some people who sometimes 
take a day off ick and stay all day in cafes like Hapi- 
neko. “A woman once told me that there are days 
when dealing with the stress and workload is just 
too much, and she needs some time out," Akimoto 
says. "Tm just happy our cats can provide such peo- 
ple with a little peace of mind". 

JEAN DEROME 


which ones enjoy it and which 


the iceberg when it comes Thur), 12.00-21.00 (Fri-Sat) are off-limits. 
to the profitable animalcafebus- — wwwinyafe-melange.com 

ness. All around Tokyo there are Takadanobaba 

dozens of establishments catering Shinjuku Nyankoto 

to animal lovers and people in — Cat Cafe Kyariko Shinjuku #201 2-14-6 Takadanobaba, 
search of a quiet or unusual kind 6F 1-16-2 Kabukicho, Shinjuku Shinjuku-ku 


of experience, You can actually Phone 03-6457-6387 Phone 03-6233-9662 
choose from rabbits, birds (ows Open daily 10.00-22.00 Open daily 11.00-22.00 
are especially popular), goats,  http//catcafejp/cat shinyukihtmi — http://nyankoto.comy 


Nyankoto has some of the prettiest 
cats in town and all thirteen resi- 
dents have impressive pedigrees. 
They are also among the liveliest 
you will encounter in Tokyo. 


Ikebukuro 

Cat Café Nekorobi 

3F 1-28-1 Higashi Ikebukuro, 
Toshima-ku 

Phone 03-6228-0646 

Open daily 11.00-22.00 
www.nekorobi.jp/english. 

One of Tokyo's oldest cat cafes, 
Nekorobi is a friendly, relaxed 
spot to hang out, although it's a 
lot better when it's not crowded, 
as there are only eleven resident 
cats. Each feline has its own 
extensive online and in-store pro- 
files including baby pictures, 
head shots and videos. There's a 
free soft-drinks machine and a 
few games to play as well as 
Japanese-language manga and 
magazines. The staff are friendly 
and very accustomed to foreign 
visitors. J.D. 
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FOCUS 


piscoverY Aoshima has stopped purring 


A little island lost in the middle of the 
Inland Sca has become a tourist attraction 
for cat lovers, but the locals aren't happy... 


s the boar that connects the islands of 
A Shikoku and Aoshima, situated in the 

west of the Japanese archipelago, draws 
into the little port, cries of “Look at all those 
shatter the silence that reigned during 
the short half-hour crossing, As soon as they sec 
the tourists arriving, an army of brown and 
ginger cats muster at the harbour's edge to watch 
the boat approaching. Yes, they know that the 
city people, often from Osaka or Tokyo, have 
food for them. As soon as the captain allows 
people to disembark, the cat lovers shout with 


cuteca 


joy, pouncing on the cutest cats they can find 
and taking photos of hem. 
Alongside the tourists are several local, often 


quite elderly women, whose daily occupation is 
collecting the newspapers and other litter left 
behind on the boat, Here, over 13 kilometres 
away from the Shikoku coast, this boat is indis- 
pensable to their well-being. Other women, 
sitting on a bench at the back of the tiny harbour, 
watch a group of a dozen tourists. Their facial 
expressions are hard to interpret; perhaps they 
display feelings of perplexity, bitterness or resi- 
gnation? At any rate, these are not expressions 


of welcome for the tourists, who have come to 


visitan island somewhat cut off from the rest of 
Japan, and wasn'teven fully connected to the te 
lephone network until the 1980s. 

More than the tourists though, journalists are 
not welcome, As soon as they make themselves 
known, the locals turn away with expressions on 
their faces like little birds startled by the shadow 


of one of the island's numerous cats. In short, 


two worlds that mistrust each have come face to 
face; those from outside — whether tourists or 


ists — who often come from th: 


o 


journa y 
have fun with the cats, and the islanders, tired of 
these people who show little respect for the rules 
ofday tod: 
In May 2013, 
this tranquil island to make a documentary on 
the cats that clearly outnumber the island's 
human population. After it was broadcast, Ao- 
shima became known internationally asa sanctuary 


fe on the island. 


team of TV journalists came to 


for cat lovers. Information about the island cir- 
culated on the Internet, causing a large influx of 
tourists to an island thar was formerly home 
only to its local inhabitants. The problem is that 
there is no infrastructure to welcome tourists on 
Aoshima. There are no hotels, no restaurants, 
nothing, So without any means of benefitting 
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To limit the cat population, a programme of sterilization has been suggested, but it is too costly. 


from the tourists’ arrival, the locals miss out on 
taking advantage of this enthusiasm for the cats, 
and all they can do is watch the visitors having 
fun. Conflict between locals and the tourists is 
on the increase. "They play with the cats down 
by the harbour, but it's an important location 
for us to access our supplies. Frankly, I would 
like them to leave usalone,” says one of them. As 


the local population still hasn't mastered contem- 
porary means of communication, it remains po- 
werless in the face ofall this media coverage 

Journalists aren't welcome anymore because those 
who have visited Aoshima wrote only about the 
cats. The local daily newspaper, Ehime Shimbun, 
did write an article about the locals difficult 
relations with tourists, but it didn’t improve 


Jérémie Sovteyrat or Zoom Japan 


FOCUS 


When a boat approaches with visitors, the cats come to welcome them in the hope of being fed. 
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The presence of tourists who come to enjoy some time with the cats doesn't please everyone on Aoshima, 


matters, That's why the locals agreed not to 


P 
of resisting the excess 


to journalists anymore, it is their only way 
e media interest they feel 


is so unfair. 
Nevertheless, the hundreds of cats don't care 


about these problems in the slightest, and continue 


to follow the people who feed them. It’s obvious 
from how skinny they are that they are starving. 
Nobody knows exactly how many cats there are, 
buta TV show has suggested around 140, although 
tified as they keep repro- 
g One thing is cer 
of them for a island so small that you can walk 


this cannot be 


duci 


in: there are too many 


across it in just five minutes. The human popu- 
lation, ten times smaller, can't take proper care 
of them anymore either. 

The locals confirm that the number of cats has 
increased following che huge influx of tourists 
since 2013. The most obvious explanation is 
that che cats were previously scattered across 
the island, but as Aoshima's population gradually 
decreases they have since regrouped closer to 
the harbour where they find humans who vill 
feed them. 

In July, the 15 inhabitants of Aoshima and the 
of Ozu responded to a poll on the 
matter. Thirteen people were of the opinion 
that the number of cats should be reduced, and 


suggested neutering them. However, "to neuter 
the cats costs 15,000 yen for a male and 22,000 
for a female, So who is going to pay for this? 
asks Tanaka Kosaku, one of the islanders who 
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asked that his name be changed. Moreover, Ozu 
deficit, so "we can't expect them to 
help,” worries Yoshioka Tomoko, the head of 
an animal protection organization that has already 


is runni 


castrated a dozen cats for free. 
Everybody is passing the buck. Everyone unders- 
tands that these cats need to be neutered, but 
nobody can afford the cost, so negotiations have 
stalled for the moment. The Cats of Aoshima 
Association, created by four local inhabitants, 
installed a box for donations down by the harbour, 
but Kamimoto Naoko, the group's president, 
had only received 2,000 yen (£10) by the end of 
August. One other idea that has already been 
discussed by the islanders is to build restaurants 
and a hotel to profit from the tourists. "We 
talked about this two years ago, but decided 
against it because most of us would like to 
continue living here peacefully. If there had been 


a young couple that was ready to give it a shot, 
maybe things would have been different,” says 
Tanaka Kosaku regretfully. 


examples of depopulation. Though it was home 
to 800 people in 1940, Aoshima experienced a 
huge drop in population and has just 15 inhabi- 
tants today, with an average age of around 70. 

Without this problem, the island would be an 
ideal destination for a short summer break. Well- 
cared for streets pass in front of traditional 
wooden houses nestling on the side of a hill 
from where there is a beautiful view over the sea. 


It forms a little labyrinth surrounded by the 
cobalt blue waters, an ideal location for those 
who love fishing. 

How 
past with nostalgia. Houses are abandoned to 
s and the sky 
holes in their roofs. Particularly poignant is the 


; the locals now only ever speak of the 


the mercy of we shows through 
music classroom of the old primary school located 
on the top of the hill overlooking the harbour, 
where the sea br 


blows over a piano. If the 
locals are not happy to look into the question of 
the cats, it is because their own community is al- 
ready under threat. 

“Of course it'sa problem. I don't want to see my 
island become like the Senkaku Islands,” says 
Tanaka Kosaku, speaking of the little deserted 
islands floating in the middle of che East China 
Sea. Hes already working hard to help the cor 
munity and is justifiably worried. “It'sa problem 
across the whole of Japan. The population is too 
concentrated in the adds. 

Back ar the harbour, several people have returned 
to sit on the bench. Some of them stroke the 
cats that sit purring on their laps. One of the 
ladies admits with a smile that, “Some people 
hate them. Bur they do bring pleasure to us”. 
She looks into the distance as if remembering a 
time filled with children's laughter. "I am happy 
that we have the cats, otherwise life here would 
be a bit too peaceful,” says this octogenarian 
who doesn’t know how long she will be able to 
YAGISHITA YUTA 


remain on the island. 


FOCUS 


TounsM The low down on Onomichi 


To attract more tourists, the local council 
has invited Lala the cat to help visitors 
discover the town from a new angle. 


he small port town of Onomichi, 70 ki- 
| lometres to the east of the city of Hiro- 
shima, has long been known for its cats 
Locals even refer to it as "the town of cats and 
hills". You see the famous felines everywhere, 
prowling the temple precincts orlounging around 
the labyrinth of back alleys that honeycomb the 
town. 
From the splendid Senkoji Temple which over- 
looks the town from the top of Mt Senkoji, 
down the twisty boulder-strewn route known 
as the Path of Literature, along the historic 
Temple Walk and down into the jumble of old 
streets around the port area, Onomichi abounds 
in narrow alleys and pathways, making it ideal 
cat territory. 
One charming backstreet corner of intimate 
cafes and art galleries is even known as Cat 
Alley, after the hordes of moggies that love to 
loll around there. Onomichi also boasts a museum 
dedicated to Maneki-neko, those cute little car 
figures found in restaurants that beckon with 
one paw and are supposed to bring good fortune 
and wealth, So it didn't seem so far-fetched 
when the creative people at Hiroshima Prefecture 
Tourist Division hit on the idea of launching 
an interactive online cat’-eye-view map of Ono- 
michi asa way of attracting tourists to the town. 
Little did they suspect just how much attention 
the map would get. In its first two weeks, the 
now world-famous map went viral, with the 
website getting an astounding 1,700,000 views. 
The story rebounded around the world, reported 
by all che major news providers, including CNN, 
Huffington Post, the Wall Street Journal and 
Business Insider. "We didn't expect overseas 
media to cover it,” says a surprised Maiko Awane 
of Hiroshima Prefecture Tourist D 
objective was to introduce the tourist destinations 
of Hiroshima Prefecture from a slightly different 
perspective, We decided to introduce these lo- 
cations from a cat's viewpoint, as they are usually 
well-acquainted with back alleys and the various 
other kinds of hidden charms of out town's 


ision. "Dur. 


tourist destinations”. 

The map - which Hiroshima Tourist Board 
claims isa world first - is seen through the green 
eyes of Lala, a lovable little kitty whom the 
board have given the title “Manager of Backstreet 
Tourism”. To replicate the cat's eye perspective, 
the map makers used a 360-degree camera similar 
to those used for the street view maps created 


After only 15 days, over 1.7 million curious people have viewed the interactive map. 


by Google, except that the Onomichi camera 
was attached to a stick that travels at a cat-like 
20 cm above the ground. 

You'll find similar features to those employed 
on other interactive online maps, such as info 
on local shops and images of street scenes 
depicting local life, all seen from a cat's-eye- 
level. Lala helpfully provides some cat comments 
about the tourist attractions of her choice along 
the way. The map also introduces you to some 
other local cats, with links to information about 
their backgrounds. 

Even if you don't particularly consider yourself 
a cat lover, it's fascinating just to see the town 
from such an unusual angle. There is something 
irresistibly enticing about being shown round 
a town’s intimate nooks and crannies that we 
humans, caught up in our daily rush, would 
normally overlook. It really does give you a new 
perspective on the world around you. In short, 
what Lala offers is an invitation to slow tourism. 
Moreover, the map helps us to empathize with 
the existence of our little friends in the animal 
world that share our city space. 

At the moment this map, officially known as 
the Cat Street View project, is only available in 
Japanese, which makes its success even more 
remarkable, but the unprecedented interest 
from around the world has prompted the au- 
thorities to rethink their plan, “We will certainly 
consider putting up an English version in the 
future,” says Awane. So far the map covers just 
a couple of streets, starting at Onomichi Hondori, 
the long and colourful undercover shopping 
arcade that stretches from the statue of early 
20th century writer and Onomichi resident 


Fumiko Hayashi next to the station, into the 
town centre where you can find some of the 
town's renowned ramen restaurants. The Tourist 
Board plan to start expanding the map to other 
streets and alleys as early as October, in the 
hope of introducing more tourists and cat lovers 
alike to the city's hidden charms, Onomichi's 
many cat connections made it the obvious 
choice for Hiroshima’s first online map, but 
Awane admits that part of the inspiration also 
stemmed from the recent surge in the popularity 
of cat-themed computer games like Neko- 
atsume. "We were indeed influenced by the 
Neko Atsume game, cat cafes, cat picture col- 
lections and a number of recent Japanese cat 
games,” she says. It seems that the Japanese 
have a special affection for cats that borders on 
reverence. “We would like to make this enter- 
taining project available to all cat lovers, and so 
entice them to come and visit Hiroshima” she 
adds, Awane also confirmed that they are consi- 
dering giving the cat map treatment to other 
towns in the area, After all, fishing is a major 
activity along the many miles of Hiroshima 
Prefecture's coastline and its maze of misty 
islands, so wherever you go, a population of 
contented cats is never far away. 
The map is part of the prefecture's "Kanpai! 
Hiroshima ~ Look! -- Eat! -- Drink!" tourism 
campaign which began in June 2015. "The tou- 
rism guidebook we released became a hot topic,” 
says Awane, announcing that "In the future, we 
will digitize this guidebook”. With the unexpected 
success of the Cat Street View project, Hiroshima 
looks set to become Cool Japan’s next hot spot. 
STEVE JOHN POWELL 
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EXHIBITION Erotic art rediscovered 


For the first time in 60 years, erotic wood 
etchings (shunga) are being shown in 
Tokyo, and have aroused great enthusiasm. 


ntheold Eisci-Bunko building, which houses 
a large collection of oriental works of art, 
around thirty people are queuing impatiently 
accompanied by the sound of the last cicadas of 
the summer. Facing them, a guide proclaims loudly 
that, "There has never been such an exhibition in 
Japan, Over twenty museums have refused to 
display it. You will not be disappointed”. As soon 
as we step inside, we know that our guide was 
right. [e's impossible to be bored or remain impassive 
when standing in front of these drawings and 
wood etchings illustrating, as they do, a bewildering 
array of ways that body parts can be rubbed 
together, This is proved by the fact that all the vi- 
sitors, whether male or female, young or old, 
cannot help but make comment in front of every 
work ofart 
This exhibition includes over a hundred shunga 
pieces, erotic drawings and etchings that date 
back to the Edo period (1603-1868), and has 
welcomed 30,000 visitors in the first two weeks 
following its opening on the 19th of September. 
This greatly exceeded the expectations of the 
organizers, who initially only anticipated around 
15,000 people. The rooms are always full, despite 
the exhibition staff urging visitors nor to linger, 
but the crowd moves slowly and conversations 
and laughter break out when someone finds a 
"thing" that is out of proportion or a certain 
position that is" quite impossible". The visitors 


P PRACTICAL INFORMATION 


Shunga Expo at the Eisei Bunko Museum 
Until 23rd December — 09.30 to 20.00 (18.00 on 
Sundays). Closed Mondays 1,500 yen. 
Mejirodai, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo - Phone 03- 
5777-8600 www.eiseibunko.com/shunga. 


Hokusai, Diver and two Octopuses, from the Young Pines album (Kinoe no komatsu), 1814. 


are wide eyed and marvel to see how the art of 
love was practised by their ancestors just a few 
centuries ago. 

The visitors enthusiasm is understandable. Besides 
the zealous attention to the minutest detail - the 
artists didn't shy away from emphasizing the 
genitals - the kill and care with which the motifs 
sewn on the kimonos are drawn, as well as the 
tender and seductive gaze of the intertwined lovers 
with their disordered hai... all ofthis bears witness 
to how Japanese used to enjoy erotic ‘feasts’ in 
times gone by. Although that is not all there is to 
shunga.. 

Whether it is an older man lusting for a young 
rosy-cheeked girl, well-endowed aristocrats or star- 
ving farmers, people from every class of society 


are depicted in the drawings, sometimes coupling 
with the same sex or even with animals, Nothing 
is taboo in these etchings, and unlike European 
drawings from the same period, women are re- 
presented having as much pleasure as the men. 
Sometimes women are even shown masturbating. 
This panorama of the society and sexuality ofthe 
time is so aesthetically accomplished that it would 
have inspired Michel Foucault - had he been 
born in Japan — to write a book of several hundred 
pages. Nevertheless, these wood etchings have 
been censored throughout their existence. This 
may seem surprising, but it is the first time that 
Japan has dedicated an exhibition to shunga, and 
the road that led to it was full of pitfalls. 

Uragami Mitsuru, one of the principal members 


12 ZOOM JAPAN number 36 november 2015 


A S T A yeh TRO GU tame 


at SOZAI 
CUT 


of the organizing committee, had to knock on 
the doors of over twenty museums before finding 
one happy to host the exhibition. “For the record, 
you should know that we weren't able to find any 
partners to support us, laughs this internationally 
i 

fi 


So why have people been so reluctant? To answer 


owned collector, a shunga expert who had to 
ice the exhibition himself. 


this question it is necessary to retrace the archi. 
pelago's modern history. The censorship that 
these once popular and widespread etchings and 
drawings from the Edo period attracted, stems 


from the country's westernisation, a path adopted 


by the Meiji government at the end of the 19th 
century. This government put an end to the To 
kugawa feudal regime in 1868 and tried co turn 
their country into a modern western nation. To 
achieve this, th 


and C 


on obscenity. At the same time, che christian 


icticulously copied the French 


rman legal systems, which included laws 


conceptof love was introduced into Japan, where 
native ideas about sexuality were very different. 
Together with the idea of “modernity”, chaste 
western love gained the upper hand over more 
joyous eastern love, that was soon downgraded to 
the status of obscenity. The government proceeded 
to hunt down shunga, these drawings that showed 
too much of the “shameless” and "non-catholic 
parts of old Japanese society 

Over a century has gone by, but the same shameful 


ima 


still haunts these etchings. "It was unthinkable 
todoany research on these works until the middle 
ofthe 90s, One would have risked being expelled 
layakawa Monta, a 
shunga expert and emeritus professor at the In 


from academia,” remembers F 


terntional Centre for Research on Japanese Studies 
The delay in academic studies has allowed for 
clichés of shunga being “vulgar and grotesque” to 
proliferate. 

So, "CEOs and museum ma 


gers refused to or- 
ar that their institution’ 


ganize this exhibition for 
image would become sullied by these clichés; 
complains Uragami Mitsuru, adding with much 
sarcasm that “Those who think these clichés are 


CULTURE 


true are people who have 
never actually seen shunga. 
How can they know whe. 
ther its vulgar or not if they 


about it? 


know nothing 
To avoid criticism, the or 
ganizers decided chat those 
under 18 were notallowed 
access to the exhibition, 
bur they point our with 
irony that nowadays a 15 
yearold teenager can easily 
buy porn magazines from 
one of Japans coundess 
convenience stores. Despite 


all these hurdles, the exhi. 


bition was still able to ta 


place, and the main r 


for this is that the taboo 


on these drawings is 


dually disappearing 


The first step was the exhi. 
bition "Sex and pleasure in 
Japanese art" that was or 
ganized by the British Mu. 
seum in 2013. It ended at 


the start of 2014 after nearly 


90,000 visitors in just three 
months - double the num. 
ber expected — and was 
much praised by the British as initially anticipated. 
media. "This art is sexy 

it’s lush lines and fiery colours are truly the door 
toalternative wisdom,” concluded Jonathan Jones, 

art critic for The Guardian. This success was a 

real turning point in Japan for those in the struggle 
to have the importance of shunga recognized. 
Those Japanese who were worried about their 


image in the west, started to look at shunga ina 


different light. In addition, recent national crises 
of conscience on questions of sex, such as the ack: 
nowledgement of gay rights and the arrest of an 
artist who created sculptures in the form of vaginas, 


also worked in favour of shunga. 


m m 


During the first two weeks, the exhibition attracted twice as many visitors 


Many Japanese newspapers and magazines de 
dicated articles to this exhibition, as though 
they were celebrating the return of these etchings 
to their home country. Uragami Mitsuru, who 
visits the museum two or three times a week to 
gage public enthusiasm, reminds us that he was 
hoping to “change the collective conscience with 
this exhibition, which is playing a pioneering 
role”, The exhibition will continue until the 
23rd of December, but the gamble already seems 
to have paid off. 

YAGISHITA YUTA 


Bringing Characters 


“JAPAN 


& around the World 
www.facebook.com/charazoo 


SHOR SKEE 


4 Blenheim Street, 
Mayfair, London WIS 1LB 
Mon-Sat Lunch 12:00-14:30 
Dinner 18:00-22:30 
Sun Lunch 12:00-15:00 
Dinner 18:00-21:30 
: 020 7165 9506 
infoGnagomi.co.uk 
www.nagomi.co.uk 
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EATING & DRINKING 


Sparkling and 
lively 


BIO 


SSI sake sommelier 
Naoyuki has been in charge of 
ordering, selling sake and 
shochu at the Japan Centre 
since 2006. 


www.japancentre.com 


TRADITIONAL Hearty treats for 
the end of the year 


shimenawa ropes (L) Pumpkin(R) 


December sees the winter solstice, 
New Year's Eve and seeing in the New 
Year itself 


n December, the people of Japan are traditio- 


[ ally very busy preparing for the end of the 
year and the days get shorter and shorter, see- 
rall. Asa result, this time. 
d to as “Shiwasu” (fil 


ming to go by in no ti 


of year came to be 
) literally meaning “running monks”, coming from 
the humorous image that even the usually calm 
and stoic Buddhist monks run around in a panic 
during this period 

The days reach their shortest at the winter solstice 
around the 22nd of December, historically known 
as “touji” in Japan. One tradition that has grown 
up around the solstice is that of eating foods whose 
name ends with an “n”, as they are believed to bring. 
good luck. Favorites include white radish (daikon), 
carrots (ninjin) and lotus root (renkon), but the 
most well-known is pumpkin (more commonly 
called "cabocha" bur also known by the older name 
“nanki 

The pumpkin arrived in Ja 
via Portuguese trading ships. At the time the coun- 
try did not have many vegetables that could be har- 


an in the 17th century 


vested in winter and they were highly valued for 


that quality. It became common belief that eating 
pumpkin on the winter solstice would prevent you 


from catching a cold, cementing them as the main. 


vegetable on the celebratory menu. This is more 


than just 


nere superstition however, as pumpkins 


contain ge jounts of vitamins and caro- 


ou! 


tene that increase the body's resistance to infection. 
It is soon time for New Year's Eve on the 31st of 


the month and then on to the New Year itself. 


The Japanese have historically placed importance 
on marking changes between seasons, but the New 
Year festivities hold a special place above all others. 
People will be very busy at this time, writing and 
sending New Year's cards, preparing special cele- 
bratory foods known as "osechi ryori” and deco. 
rating their homes and towns with decorations 
such as the "shimenawa" ropes symbolizing the 
year coming to an end. Because of all these things 
to do, simple meals that can be prepared quickly 
erally: 
s Eve 


and easily, such as "toshikoshi soba" (I 
year passing noodles) eaten on New Ye 
itself, are che norm. 


REFERENCE 


Japan Koinobori Association NAGASAKI RYO 
www.koinobori-nippon.jp/en 


So Restaurant 


and "So Sushi 


Enjoy a delicious selection of 
Restaurant & sushi Che highest quality Japanese food. 


3-4 Warwick Street, London W1B 5LS 


12:00-15:00 (Lunch) 17:30-23:00 (Dinner) Lj 
1 0-23:00 (Closed Sunday) 


tel. 020 7292 0767 www. = 
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EATING & DRINKING 


"Ihe taste of authentic 
Japanese Confectionary 


EASY JAPANESE HOME COOKING 
ith Rice 


Japanese curry is sweet and mildly mm 
spicy, full of flavour and just the cinia] 
right intensity. Of course you can 

make curry from scratch, but " " 
Japanese curry is usually made H Minamoto Kitchoan 


[2 
with a pre-prepared rue that i i 
Widely valable to buy in UK. In 2 
Japan, every household has ther 
‘oe lide sacre ingrediants they 
add to make k extra specal. In ry 
mother’s case it was always dark 
chocolate The taste experience de. 
Initely takes a leap, giving t deep 
aroma and long lasing satisfaction, 
The curry paste used or this recipe 
has coriander, turmeric, black pep- 
pet cinin, curdamoen vet di 
Ramon and chio al tha usual 
spicy suspects are already there. it 
Will keep you warm for the rest of 
the day. 


44 Piccadilly, London W1) ODS 
Tel 020 7437 3135. wewlitchoan co.uk 


Serves 4 
T Medium Sized Onion 
1 Large Carrot 
1209 Potatoes 
1509 Chichen Fillets 


259 Dark Chocolate 
imed or Boiled 


4t» CURRY 


A SPARKLIN 


© Chop the onions, carrot, potatoes and chicken into smal pieces 


© Add ate ol to the pan. Ade in the onions, carrat and potatoes, then heat on a low to s 
medium setting unt lghly browned. Keep string while adding 800m of cold water and SENSATK 
bring to a boil 
© Turn the heat down to medium and simmer tor 7 minutes, betore letting he sauce cool 
down for a few minutes. Add the curry rve into the sau 19 until fully dissolved. 
Simmer on a low heat and stir unti he sauce thickens. Ne 
str until fully dissolved. Finally serve with rice and slices of halt boiled egg. 
Ss Dinner Party Sushi Class 


10th December 2015 18:30 (120 minutes) 
VUA Recipe by Akemi Yokoyama at Sozai 


> 
E 
$ 
z 
& 
3 
8 


Perfect for 


KATSU 


Curry! Go to 


Youtube.com/ 
YutakaRecipes 


WWW.YUTAKA.CO 
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This Eastern cocoon store has resisted the passing of time particularly well 


HERITAGE Tomioka, a taste of France 


Japan owes a Frenchman for its its first 
modern silk mill, now listed asa world 
heritage site. 


hile their economy might not be 
doing too well, the Japanese are 
taking great pleasure in rediscovering 


th 


this aspect of their history somewhat, they have 


industrial heritage. After ha 


ing neglected 


now realized the importance of preserving it in 


order to high 
lution of the late 19th century had on a country 


light che effect char the industrial revo- 


that was emerging from two hundred years of iso: 
lation, Industrial architecture, as well as areas of 
natural beauty, is an excellent way of attracting tou 


rists, especially iit enjoys international rece 


For this reason, the wernment has responded to 
requests from local authorities by supporting their 
attempts to register industrial infrastructure as 
UNESCO World Heritage sites. At the beginning 
of July, Tokyo succeeded in having 23 sites listed 
from the industrial revolution that took place 
during che Meiji era. This even included Hashima 
Island (see Zoom Japan no. 5, November 2010), 
despite the controversy surrounding the use of 
Korean and Chinese forced labour in its Miike coal 
mine. This kind of thi 
the Tomioka silk mill in Gunma Prefecture, north 
of Tokyo, when it obtained its World He 


as nota problem facing 


xe lis- 


ting in June 2014, no doubt helped by the soft and 


luxurious nature of what it produced. 
The mill has always benefitted from a lot of local 


support, which is evident even now toa 


yone arri- 
vingat Joshu- Tomioka railway station. The station 
building was opened in 2014 and acts asan archi- 
tecturally interesting introduction to the silk mill 
itself. Designed by Takei Makoto and Nabeshima 
Chie from the TNA agency, it is mostly built of 
brick, the same building material used for the ori 
ginal construction of the mill in 1872, but without 
trying to reproduce a retro style. On the contrary, 
it hasa definite cont 


porary feel to it. Bricks cover 
the floor and rise up to become seating, creating 
boundaries between the spaces without ever closing 
them off completely. Slender white poles are grafted 
onto these three dimensional elements and support 
simple slabs that help define the space as a whole. 
After this first taste of the wonderful surprises to 


Liberty 2nd floor, Open 7 days s week, 
1 minute walk from Oxford Circus 


Tel. 020 7976 11: 


JAPAN 


RAILPASS 
GHIBLI MUSEUM 


16 ZOOM JAPA‘ 


N number 36 november 2015 


Specialists 


Viajapan Holidays 
www.viajapan.co.uk 
020 7484 3328 


20 North Audley St. London; W1K 6WE 


* 5 min walk from © Bond Street 
iajapan is 


Book Japan Rail Pass, 
flights, hotels & ryokan, tours 
and much more! 


— 


come, a short walk of fifteen minutes leads you to 
the entrance of the industrial complex itself, he 
site of which was chosen by Frenchman Paul Bru. 
nat, Don't worry about getting lost - just watch 
where the many visiting Japanese tourists go, or 


follow the signs that have be 


in place since last 
year. As you walk along, numerous little shops and 
restaurants will reassure you that you are on the 
right track. The ret 
you in their own particular way by displaying pic 


lers of Tomioka all welcome 


tures and posters in their windows depicting all 
that the town and the region is proud to offer. As 
the walk ends, you come to an impressive brick 


building reminiscent of some industrial sites in nor. 


thern France. This is nor surprising as the factory 


was buil to the plan of Edmond Auguste Bastien, 


who worked with 


angois-Léonce Verny at the 


Yokosuka Naval Arsenal, yet another example of 


the French presence during this key period of Japa- 
nese history. It was for very practical reasons that 
Paul Brunat, previously employed by a German 
trading company in Yokohama, chose Tomioka 


as the ideal site for the silk mill, as besides nee 


silk cocoons, the coal and water necessary to make 
it work were also available nearby 
In response to the wishes of the Japanese authorities 


I 


Frenchman, who had worked in the silk industry 


who wanted to create a large-scale silk industry, this 


from a youngage before joining a wholesale business, 
created a silk mill chat was very large for its time 

140 metres in length, 12 metres in width and 12 
metresin height. On entering the enormous room 
housing the machines that split open the cocoons, 
you can't help but be impressed by its scale as well 
as the concept behind the building, Here you will 
discover how it was built with the construction of 
a wooden framework between the bricks. Passing 
through this enormous silk cocoon warehouse, you 
can see architectural influences from both the east 
and the west. These wonderfully preserved buildings 
are remarkable and underline Japan's extraordinary 
industrial development. Once the silk mill was up 
and running, it's production soon became the best 
in the country, and barely a year after its inaugura. 


psa 


TRAVEL 


A wooden framework was placed between the bricks during the construction of this building. 
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J A P A N wwwzoomjapan.info 
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Tel: 020 7267 9677 Email: info@zoomjapan.info 
_f www.facebook.com/ZoomJapan 
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Yee Soteyat | Me Back 


TRAVEL 


The timber frame is very impressive 


rimi Soteyat | Sk Me Back 


Spinning demonstrations are organized 


tion it led to Japan being awarded second prize at 
the Vienna World Exhibition in 1873. 

Built in a completely different style, but still in pris- 
ua will find the Brunat fami 
rench instructors, who were 


tine condition 


home where the 
brought over from France and were responsible for 
educating the female silk spinners, used to live. If 


you havea smartphone, you can download an app 
in French (and English???) that will help you find 
your way around and gi 


you information about 
the mill, which continued to produce silk until 
1987. You can also rent audio guides for 200 yen. 
Tomioka is designated a National Treasure by the 
Japanese government and it is well worth a visit, as 
it tells the story of both the stark transformation 
of the country and the importance of the int 
tion and exchanges with Europe that took place 
little more chan 150 years ago. 

ODAIRA NAMIHEI 


ac 


TO GET THERE 


On leaving Tokyo, take the Shinkansen 
Hokuriku line as far as Takasaki, taking around 
an hour. Change to the Joshin line to Joshu 
Tomioka (30 minutes). The mill is ten minutes 
from the station on foot. Open 09.00 - 17.00 
(closed Wednesdays) Entrance: 1,000 yen. 


Swe, COME experience vapan: 
With 39 years of experience, Shinjuku Japanese Language Institute provides unique 


learning experience via the Ezoe Method. We are officially regconized by the Japanese 
Ministry of Education (MEXT). 
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fat HARB 
Shinjuku Japanese Language Institute 
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‘Shinjuku Japanese Language Institute 
E jimu seo 19758sng acip 

B +81{0)3-5273-0044 

Q 2-67 Takadanobaba Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 


ac.jp'english 


ZEM 


Distribution points 


rfo M www lacebook com/Zoonlapon 


TOOM JAPAN is published by A Concept Limited 
Beaufort ouse, 5 Middlesex Steet, London E 7AA 
‘wort 700miapan info- foSizoomjapaninto 


ISSN 250.5908, Pri fcn cepersion with Zoom pen) unt 
Publisher : Yoshiki Van 

Editorial: Odaira Namihel, Cabrie Bernard, Eric Rechsteiner, 
Jérémie Souteyrat, Ohmi Shun, Jean Derome, Yagishita Yuta, 
Steve john Powell, Kanda Graphisme 

Translation: Claire-Louise Salles, Susana Brown, Gavin Poffley 
Sales: Keiko Tashiro 

Production : Toru Uekusa, Misako Kondo, Toyohiko Endo, 
Agnes Rita Kovats 


18 ZOOM JAPAN number 36 november 2015 


NIHONGO 


LANGUAGE Omoshiroi yo NIHONGO! 


Welcome once again, to the fascinating world 
of the Japanese language. Are you ready for 
today's lesson? 


his time we introduce you to a seg- 
ment of the colourful world of Japan- 


ese onomatopoeia. 


"Ihe group of words, which is called "gitaigo" 
BIG, describes conditions, states and emo- 


tions, usually written in katakana. 


|"Nikoniko" 2273 


This is the "sound" of smiling. a 


Gy 


can make a verb from nikoniko with putting 


Smiling wholeheartedly, it is 
fully a positive emotion, You 
the word "suru" 3 2 after it. Nikoniko suru 


means to smile. 


Ic is worth it to mention that in Japan there is 
an online video site "Niconico (nikoniko) douga" 
= = 3 Hii, which got its name from this 


gitaigo. 


Iw; aniya" =o 

Iris the "sound" of grinning AA a 
or smirking. ~~ 
Ie can have a slightly negative —— 

meaning since grinning is not always a positive 
action. 

"Ihe same goes for this word if you add "suru" 


after it that it becomes a verb. 


|*Geragera" 7575 
“This is the onomatopocia of 


i 


after. 


laughing loudly without mod- 
esty, which can also become a 


verb by adding the word "suru" 2 


Example sentences: 
$a 252TH toc 
LEUR. 


(Niconico douga de omoshiroi mono wo mite 


nikoniko shimashita.) 
I saw something funny on Niconico douga 


which made me smile, 


Sitti THE b zoo C, rn LEUR. 
(Keikaku ga yosoudoori ni itte, niyaniya shi- 


mashita.) 


Ir went as planned, so it made me smirk, 


SNM ATT ECPI TIBOR LI. 
Qoudan ga 


waraimashita.) 


omoshirosugite  geragera 


“The joke was so funny that I laughed loudly. 


Events in the U.K. 


Seminar: Cool Japan? 

A Curatorial Practice after Fukushima 
17th Nov / London 

www.dajf.org.uk 


Film screening and discussion: 

Samurai Warrior Queens 

21st Nov / Courthouse Cinema, London 
www jpf.org.uk 


SHIFT Presents: The DOTMOV Festival 2015 
26th Nov / London. 
www dajf.org.uk. 


The Crucified Lovers 

(Chikamatsu monogatari) 

2nd to 6th Dec / BFI Southbank, London 
www jpf.org.uk 


heatre &. 


Apocalyptica& Vamps 
27th Nov / London 
www.seetickets.com 


Erikm & Martin Brandimayr + Mari Ohno 
14th Dec / London 
www.cafeoto.co.uk 


Exhibitions 


Wings, Paws and Claws by Keiji Ishida 
30th Oct to 17th Dec / London 
www daj.org uk 


Hyper Japan Christmas Market 
27th to 29th Nov / London Tobacco Dock 
http//hyperjapan.co uk 


Reimagining Japan's Position on the 
World Stage in the Early 20th Century - 
lan Rapley 

16th Nov/ London 

www japansociety.org.uk 


Can a Freeter Buy a House? Contemporary 
Housing Issues in Japan from the 


Japan Society Christmas Party 2015 
TstDec/ London 
www japansociety org.uk. 


Crafting the Japanese Culture of Cute 
AC Oct- 12th Dec / London 
www jpf.org.uk 


Japan Society Book Club: Penguin Parallel 
Texts, edited by Michael Emmerich 

14th Dec/ London 

www japansociety.org.uk 


Information 


The 26th Business Japanese Speech Contest 
ion Deadline: 30th November 

Contest date: 12th February 2016 

www.soas.ac.uk/languagecentre/awards/sppa/ 


Dear ZOOM JAPAN Readers 


“Hyper Japan Christmas Market" Special 
discount ticket for ZOOM JAPAN Readers!! 


Are you ready to go to Hyper Japan? 


If not, we will give you a special discount! 
Goto. 
http;//hyperjapan.co.uk/offer/zoomjapan 


See you therell 
team ZOOM JAPAN 


Dilamar Zoon Japan doe not accept ay responsibly for 
events registered in the calendar, or far any lis or damage resul 

amn thes erant vet Beds ne a ary vay rua Ct neend 

by Zoom Japan. 
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from JAPAN 
nhk.jp/nhkworld 


** Snow Magic - Tales from Japan's Coldest Lake v. (Sun) at 17:10 
# Train Cruise - Autumn in tern Hokkaido nd " (Sun) at 17:10 
# Hometown Stories — Coexisting with Cranes 22nd Nov. (Sun) at 18:10 


Available in the UK on: 


X Al: ilable via sti i 
Sky Guide M. © rcp d 


nhk.jp/nhkworld LIEN 
ch 507 ch209 ene  TVPlayer — 


